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To:
Olivér Varhelyi, European Commissioner for Health and Animal Welfare

Jessika Roswall, European Commissioner for Environment, Water Resilience
and a Competitive Circular Economy

Christophe Hansen, European Commissioner for Agriculture and Food

Brussels, 27.01.2026

Subject: Call for a ban on PFAS in pesticides and on TFA

Dear Commissioners,

| am writing to you to express my grave concern regarding the continued

authorisation of PFAS-containing pesticides within the European Union. | also call for
a specific ban on TFA, due to its persistence in the environment, its accumulation in
water, and the serious risks it poses to human health and the environment.

A study that I commissioned in my capacity as a Member of the European Parliament
demonstrates with alarming clarity that PFAS-containing pesticides constitute the
primary source of environmental contamination by trifluoroacetic acid (TFA). This
highly mobile and extremely persistent degradation product accumulates in water,
soils and plants and has now been detected even in human blood. Since last year, TFA
has also been classified as toxic to reproduction.

Under Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009 concerning the placing of plant protection
products on the market, pesticide active substances that lead to the emission of TFA
into groundwater must have their approval withdrawn.

Data from national environmental authorities, including the German Environment
Agency, clearly show that PFAS-based pesticides are the main driver of TFA
contamination in agricultural regions, resulting in widespread exposure far beyond
local hotspots. This is therefore not a national but a European problem requiring
coordinated EU-level action.

Denmark has already taken decisive steps: in July 2025, approvals for 23 PFAS-
containing pesticides were withdrawn following the classification of TFA as
reprotoxic. This sets an important precedent that should be followed across the
European Union. In line with the precautionary principle enshrined in EU law, current
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and future generations must be protected from the long-term risks posed by PFAS
pesticides. The scientific evidence is clear, and failure to act would be irresponsible.

| therefore urge the European Commission to:

« ensure the immediate withdrawal of approvals for PFAS-containing pesticides
that contribute to TFA pollution, without allowing grace periods due to their
severe environmental impacts;

e reassess existing limit values for TFA in drinking water on the basis of
independent scientific evidence;

o prohibit the use of all TFA-forming pesticides EU-wide, or at the very least in
and around drinking water catchment areas;

« take immediate action to strengthen drinking water protection against TFA
under EU competences;

« ensure that PFAS and TFA contamination are treated as central issues now,
during the ongoing preparation of the next management cycle (2028-2033) of
the Water Framework Directive, including strict protection of drinking water
abstraction zones;

« formally integrate the classification of TFA as toxic to reproduction into
relevant EU regulatory frameworks.

In this context, | would welcome clarification as to by when the Commission intends
to ensure that PFAS and TFA are explicitly addressed in the forthcoming Water
Framework Directive management plans, given that the preparatory phase for the
2028-2033 cycle is already underway.

Furthermore, the polluter-pays principle must be applied consistently. Manufacturers
and distributors of these substances must be held financially responsible for
remediation and clean-up of contaminated water, soils and ecosystems.

I would also like to take this opportunity to invite you to an event that | am hosting at
the European Parliament on February 24, where we will discuss PFAS-containing
pesticides with a broad range of stakeholders. I am pleased to inform you that Klaus
Berend has already kindly confirmed his participation.

| strongly encourage the Commission to act swiftly and decisively, and to work
closely with Member States to accelerate this process. Only firm and coordinated
action at EU level will ensure effective protection of public health, drinking water
resources and the environment.

Yours sincerely,
Martin Hausling
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